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PHASE TWO HABITAT STRUCTURE INSTALLATION A SUCCESS

As part of the Slocan River Rainbow
Trout Habitat Enhancement Project,
Brilliant Expansion Power Corporation
(BEPC) installed ten Phase Two habi-
tat structures in the Slocan River dur-
ing September and October 2008.

Each of the ten structures were
designed with two goals in mind:

-Minimize risk to recreational river users;
-Maximize overall sh habitat quality.

Recreational users safety was a top
priority during the project design. As
a result, all the new structures were in-
stalled adjacent to the bank and large
de ector boulders were added to help
tubers and kayakers avoid the structures.

According to background studies and
habitat assessments, the number of
rainbow trout utilizing certain parts
of the Slocan River could be higher.
The structures are intended to provide
locations where rainbow trout can
seek refuge and feed, thereby dramati-
cally improving the overall quality of

the habitat. It is BEPCs goal to see the
number of rainbow trout in the Slocan
River increase as a result of these e orts.

Measures taken to mitigate any po-
tential environmental impacts during
the installation phase were successful,
and disturbed areas on the stream-
bank were restored. All work was
overseen by a Professional Biologist,
and a Professional Engineer assessed
the ten structures to ensure their in-
tegrity. As well, upgrades were under-
taken on the four Phase One structures
to prolong their use as sh habitat.

A commitment remains to the Department
of Fisheries and Oceans to install one
additional structure. Options are being
assessed on how to meet this
commitment.

A program to improve the method
of advising recreational users of the
location of the structures in the river is
currently underway. This will include
consultation with community groups.

A Phase Two structure that has been placed along the bank of the Slocan River.

BEPC would like to thank all
residents and trail users for their
patience and understanding during
the installation phase of this very
initiative.

important environmental

What isthe SlocanRiverRainbow
Trout Habitat Enhancement Project?

The Project is Brilliant Expansion
Power  Corporations  (BEPC) sh
compensation plan for the con-
struction of the Brilliant Expansion
Hydroelectric Project, near Castlegar.

There are two components to
the Habitat Enhancement Project:

the Riparian Restoration Program,
addressing long-term  sh com-
pensation, is delivered in partner-
ship with the Slocan River Stream-
keepers, and provides $20,000 in
funding annually from BEPC for
riparian (riverbank) restoration
work along the Slocan River;

the placement of 15 in-
stream sh habitat structures in
the Slocan River to address im-

mediate  compensation  goals.
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